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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application 10/665,178 filed on 
September 17, 2003 in which claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy of Japanese patent application number 2002-537333, 
filed on September 19, 2003, has been received and made of record. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on the following dates are 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and are being considered by the 
Examiner: January 12, 2004 and December 23, 2004. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should not be a recitation 
of the claims. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
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on the connputer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of. a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 
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(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 
5 (5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

10 Claim Objections 

Claim 1 recites the limitations "the input identification information" in line 1 1 . The 
Examiner suggests changing this limitation to "the input user identification information" 
to conform to the previous antecedent basis. 

Claim 1 also recites the limitations "the user identification information stored in 
15 the digital camera" in lines 11-12. However, there is no antecedent basis for the stored 
user identification information. The Examiner suggests changing this limitation to "the 
user identification information received by the digital camera" to conform to the previous 
antecedent basis created by receiving user identification information. 

20 Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

25 Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph^ as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 , and therefore claims 2-5 by way of dependence, are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such 
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omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted 
step(s) pertain to enumerated step (d) "moving an image storage location to an existing 
folder used by the Identified user". Steps relating to the initiation, the source, or the 
establishment of a location from which this location is originated to support a move to an 
5 existing folder, as well as how an actual user is identified, versus simply referencing an 
Identified match of user identification information, prevents the scope of the claimed 
subject matter from being determined by one having ordinary skill In the art. 

It is also noted by the Examiner, that until the 35 U.S.C. 112 related ambiguities 
are cured, any art-based rejections based on the merits of the claims are functionally 
10 precluded. 

Claim Rejections 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 5 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
20 granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 

applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

25 

Claims 6 and 8-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Kuwayama (US 2004/0201739 A1). 
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Regarding claim 6 , Kuwayama discloses a digital camera comprising a 
manipulation unit obtaining and outputting the user identification information by being 
manipulated by the user (figs. 1 A indicator 402, 4A indicators 204 and 208), a display 
unit displaying a message requesting input of the user identification information, the 
5 user identification information input through the manipulation unit, and a setting state of 
the digital camera (figs. 1B indicator 300), a non-volatile storing unit storing the user 
information and setting information intrinsic to the user with respect to the digital camera 
and outputting the stored user information and the setting information (fig. 1A indicator 
104), a recording medium inserted in a recording medium interface provided in the 

10 digital camera and storing the digital image data (fig. 1B indicator 48), and a control unit 
comparing the user information stored in the non-volatile storing unit and the input user 
identification information and setting the digital camera according to the setting 
information stored in the non-volatile storing unit (fig. 1B indicator 14.) 

Regarding claim 8 . Kuwayama discloses a method comprising the steps of 

15 receiving input user identification information (fig. 4A indicator 204), determining 

whether a match exists between the input user identification information and stored user 
identification information (fig. 48 indicators 222, 224, 232), 

if a match exists, loading at least one setting of the digital camera corresponding to the 
matched user identification information and assigning an image storage location to a 
20 folder designated for the user (fig. 4B indicator 234.) 

Regarding claim 9 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 9 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 8 supra) including wherein the step of assigning an image 
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storage location to a folder corresponding to the user identification information further 
comprises ascertaining whether a folder already exists that corresponds to the user 
identification information (fig. 4A indicator 206), if a folder already exists that 
corresponds to the user identification information, assigning an image storage location 
5 to the existing user folder (col. 4 line 59-67), and if a folder does not already exist that 
corresponds to the user identification information, creating a new folder and assigning 
the image storage location to the new user folder (fig. 4A indicator 220.) 

Regarding claim 10 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 10 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 8 supra) including wherein after the step of assigning an image 

10 storage location to a folder designated for the user, the method further comprises 
performing work with the digital camera (col. 6 lines 13-22.) 

Regarding claim 11 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 1 1 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 10 supra ) including wherein performing work comprises an 
activity selected from the group comprising, taking a digital photograph, searching 

15 stored digital images, and changing the camera settings (col. 3 lines 41-49.) 

Regarding claim 12 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 12 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 8 supra ) including wherein after the step of assigning an image 
storage location to a folder corresponding to the input user identification information, the 
method further comprises storing at least one setting of the digital camera as 

20 information corresponding to the user identification information (col. 3 lines 41-61 , col. 4 
lines 59-67, and col. 6 lines 13-22.) 
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Regarding claim 1 3 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 1 3 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 8 suora) Including wherein if the input user Identification 
information does not match the stored user identification infomiation the method further 
comprises determining If the number of non-matching user input Identification 
5 information attempts exceeds predetermined limit, if the number of attempts does not 
exceed the predetermined limit, restarting the input process from the first step of 
receiving a user input identification information, and if the number of attempts does 
exceed the predetermined limit, loading at least one default setting of the camera and 
creating a new user folder (fig. 4A indicators 204-220, in the case of the limit being read 

10 as one attempt and a new user is being registered.) 

Reaardinq claim 14 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 14 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 8 supra) including setting read protection with respect to an 
image file or folder (col. 5 line 56 - col. 6 line 2.) 

Regarding claim 15 . Kuwayama discloses a digital camera comprising a user 

15 input device (fig. 1A Indicators 402 and 51), a non-volatile data-storing unit (fig. 1 B 

indicator 104), a control unit that adjusts the digital camera settings according to setting 
data stored in the non-volatile data storing unit (fig. 1A indicator 52), where Input user 
identification information corresponds with stored user identification information and 
related setting data, a recording medium (fig. IB indicator 48), and a display unit (fig. 1B 

20 indicator 300.) 
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Regarding claim 16 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 16 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 15 supra) including a read protection setting unit (fig. 1A 
indicator 52.) 

Regarding claim 17 . Kuwayama discloses a digital camera comprising means for 
5 inputting user identification information (fig. 1A indicators 402 and 51), means for storing 
user identification information (fig. 1A indicator 104, fig. IB indicator 112), means for 
determining whether a match exists between input user identification information and 
stored user identification information (fig. 1A indicator 106), means for storing setting 
information intrinsic to a specific user (fig. 1 A indicators 30 and 52), means for loading 
10 at least one setting of the digital camera corresponding to the matched user 

identification information (fig. 1 A indicator 52 and 108), and means for assigning an 
image storage location to a folder designated for the user (fig. 1 A indicator 52), 
wherein said folder exists on a means for recording digital data (fig. 1 A indicator 30.) 
Regarding claim 18 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 18 (see the 
15 102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for setting read protection with 
respect to an image file or folder (fig. 1 A indicator 52, col. 5 line 56 - col. 6 line 2.) 

Regarding claim 19 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 19 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for taking digital photographs of an 
object (fig. 1A indicator 12, col. 2 line 47 - col. 3 line 10.) 
20 Regarding claim 20 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 20 (s^e the 

102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for processing digital images (fig. 
1A indicators 28 and 52.) 
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Regarding claim 21 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 21 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for temporarily storing processed 
image data (fig. 1A indicator 30 and fig. IB indicator 48, col. 3 lines 41-49.) 

Regarding claim 22 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 22 (see the 
5 102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for displaying input user 
identification information (fig. IB indicator 300, col. 5 lines 56-61.) 

Regarding claim 23 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 22 (see the 
102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for displaying applied settings of the 
digital camera (col. 7 lines 16-60.) 
10 Regarding claim 24 , Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 24 (see the 

102(e) rejection to claim 17 supra) including means for displaying a digital image (fig: 
1 B indicators 47 and 300.) 



obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



15 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 



Kuwayama (US 2004/0201739 A1). 



25 



Regarding claim 7 . Kuwayama discloses all the limitations of claim 6 (see the 



102(e) rejection to claim 6 supra) except for the camera further comprising a read 
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protection setting unit setting read protection with respect to an image file photographed 
by the user and input to the non-volatile storing unit or to be input thereto. 

However, Kuwayama does discloses a camera with a read protection setting unit 
setting read protection with respect to an image file photographed by the user (fig. 1 B 
5 indicator 110) and a non-volatile storing unit relating to the read protection (fig. 1 B 
indicator 112.) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to incorporate separate storage units into a solitary unit in order to 
centralize data storage or to reduce costs associated with multiple memories. 

10 Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Schinner (US 2004/0218065 A1) discloses personalization modes stored in 
association with different user identifiers. 
1 5 Bates et al. (US 6,930,707) discloses a digital camera that identifies a user via 

biometric capabilities. 

Bean et al. (US 2003/0189642 A1) discloses a user-designated image file system 
for a digital camera. 

Yamasaki et al. (US 2003/001 1683 Al) iscloses a camera with directory/folder 
20 storage capabilities. 
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Contact 

Any inquiry, concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C. Vieaux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7318. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm. 
5 If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, NgocYen T. Vu can be reached on 571-272-7320. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

10 published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

15 USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Gary C. Vieaux 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 

Gcv2 
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